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In order to continue enjoying our site, we ask that you confirm your identity as a human. Thank you very much for your cooperation. 18 Replies Phonics teaching materials often talk about "short" and "long" vowels, as though the latter are just extended versions of the former. The five vowels usually called "short" are: "a" as in "cat", "e" as in "red", "i"

as in "sit", "0" as in "not", "u" as in "bus". The five vowels usually called "long", and which children are told "say their (letter) name", are: "a" as in "paper"”, "e" as in "be", "i" as in "find", "0o" as in "go", "u" as in "human". But are we talking about sounds here, or particular spellings of these sounds? If "short" vowels are sounds (regardless of spelling),

then the following are short vowels too: "a" spelt as in "plait", "salmon", and "Fahrenheit", "e" spelt as in "bread", "said", "says", "any", "leopard", "heifer", "friend", and "bury", "i" spelt as in "gym", "pretty", "busy", "sieve", and "women", "0" spelt as in "want", "because", and "entree", "u" spelt as in "front", "young", "blood", and "does". Following the
same logic, the following are also "long" vowels: "a" spelt as in "make", "rain", "say", "they", "eight", "vein", "break", "fete", "cafe", "puree", "sundae", "gauge", "gaol", and "straight". "e" spelt as in "bee", "eat", "field", "these", "ski", "funny", "turkey", "protein", "marine", "paediatric", and "amoeba", "i" spelt as in "like", "by", "pie", "high", "type", "bye",
"bonsai", "feisty", "height", "kayak", "eye", "iron", "tae kwondo", and "naive". "0o" spelt as in "home", "boat", "goes", "glow", "plateau”, "mould", "mauve", "though", "folk", "brooch", "owe", "sew" and "Renault". "u" spelt as in "use", "few", "cue", "feud", "you", "beauty", "nuisance", "ewe", "vacuum". Try saying "capped-caped", "dinner-diner", "bellow-
below" (stressing both syllables in "below"), hopping-hoping and "cutter-cuter". The spoken versions don't just differ by length, and the written words with "short" vowels are actually longer, due to their double letters. The terms "short" and "long" are misleading and confusing. These vowels are not short and long versions of each other. They're

completely different vowels If you stretch out an "a" as in cat, you don't get an "a" as in paper. "A" as in "cat" is a low front pure vowel, and "a" as in paper is a diphthong (two vowels run together) which moves from low to high in the front of the mouth. The same goes for the other "short-long" pairs. The long" vowel "e" as in "be" is a pure vowel, but
“i" as in "find" and "0" as in "go" are both diphthongs. The sound "u" as in "human" is actually a consonant-vowel combination ("y" as in "yes" plus "u" as in "hula"), which makes sense of the spelling of "you", but not most of its other spellings. Which part of the letter "u" in "human" is representing the "y" sound, and which part the "ooh"? For learning-
spelling purposes it's counterproductive to slice it so finely. However, children will often hear the "y" and want to write it, and teachers need to know that it's not a figment of childish imaginations, there really is a "y" sound in "new" (unless you speak American English). Why people think "short" vowels are short The "short" vowel sounds cannot occur
at the end of a syllable in English. They must be followed by a consonant. In linguistics, they are called "checked" vowels. We actually have six of them, the other one being "u/oo" as in "put" or "good". Since we only have five vowel letters, but we have 20 vowel sounds, we have to use syllable position and letter-combining to get a bit of clarity around
which sounds we mean. Often we use vowel combinations like ai, ee, ea, ie, oa, 00, oe and ue. Often we use a vowel plus a letter Y, W, R or L, as in ay, ey, oy, aw, ew, ow, ar, er, ir, or, ur, and sometimes al (as in calm or walk) and ol (as in yolk). The letters Y, W, R and L otherwise represent consonants that are quite open and vowel-like. Well, actually,
the letter Y by itself is almost always a vowel spelling (as in "by", "baby" and "gym"), but not at word beginnings, where people writing "X is for xylophone" type alphabet books tend to focus. A doubled consonant letter (ff, ss, 11, zz etc) usually indicates that the vowel before it is a "short" vowel, i.e. it's not an open syllable, it ends with a consonant (as
per the "capped-caped" etc example above). What about the other vowels? In the dialect I speak, there are twenty vowel sounds, not ten. The missing-in-action ones in the five-short-five-long classification are: "00" as in "good", "put", "could", "wolf". "ooh" as in "moon", "flute", "chew", "soup”, "hula", "blue", "fruit", "to", "lose", "shoe", "sleuth". This
tends to get lumped in with "long u" as it shares some spellings and is one of the two sounds in the letter name U ("y" + "ooh"). "ar" as in "car", "pass", "calm", "heart", "are", "baa", "aunt", "galah" and "clerk". "er" as in "her", "first", "nurse", "works", "early", "journal", "were", "masseur" and "myrtle". "aw" as in "for", "saw", "more", "all", "launch",
"four", "warm", "door", "walk", "bought", "caught", "board", "dinosaur", "broad", "sure" and "awesome". "ou" as in "loud", "cow", "drought", "Maori", "sauerkraut" and "miaow". "oy" as in "boy" and "coin". "air" as in "care", "hair", "there", "bear", "parent", "aeroplane"”, "millionaire", "their", "prayer" and "mayor". "ear" as in "deer", "hear", "fierce",
"here", "bacteria", "weird" and "souvenir". The unstressed vowel in words of more than one syllable, or unstressed grammatical words like "a" and "the", which can be spelt using any vowel spelling. Think of the last syllable in "butter", "actor", "collar", "sofa", "centre", "flour", "tapir", "murmur" and "picture". As long as children get a solid grounding
in the other vowel spellings, they can then use this knowledge to tackle the unstressed vowel, and in their "spelling voice" say "buttER", "actOR", "collAR" etc. There is no need to teach the unstressed vowel as a separate Thing, like this (this is from a THRASS chart): If the other 19 vowel sounds and their spellings are not all taught systematically and
well, expect some students to have a lot of trouble spelling the unstressed vowel. It's what signwriters get wrong all the time. Adults can use the terms "short vowel" and "long vowel" among ourselves if we like, but I don't think it's helpful to teach this misleading and confusing terminology to children. Instead, we can just say the sounds ("the sound
ay", "the sound oy" etc) and teach children all the main spelling patterns for each sound, systematically and explicitly, before the end of their third year of schooling. This will be extremely bad for my business, but hey, the people at school will be among the ones giving out pills in my nursing home. I want them literate. Something went wrong. Wait a
moment and try again. Short Vowels and Long Vowels Lesson Plan Oh, Do You Know? Objectives: Students will learn how to recognize and remember the sounds of both short vowels and long vowels. Students will be able to produce the sounds of the short vowels and long vowels in isolation. About the Concept: Vowels in the English language can
represent a variety of sounds. The first step in mastering the various vowel sounds is learning the difference between short vowels and long vowels. Of the two, the long vowels are easier for children to learn because long vowels basically sound the same as the letter names. For example, long a sounds like the a in able, long o sounds like the o in over,
and long u may sound like the u in use or the u in blue. Children generally find it more challenging to learn the short vowel sounds because many of them sound so similar to each other: The short i in pig sounds very similar to the short e in peg. The short o in pop sounds a lot like the short u in pup. Before children can learn the rules for spelling and
reading short and long vowel sounds, they must be able to recognize and produce these sounds reliably. The short vowels can represented by a curved symbol above the vowel: &, €, 1, 0, U. The long vowels can be represented by a horizontal line above the vowel: 3, €, 1, 0, u. Here are some examples of short vowel words: at, egg, it, ox, up. Here are
some examples of long vowel words: ate, each, ice, oak, use. When students have learned to recognize the vowel sounds in Oh, Do You Know?, they can learn short vowel spelling patterns through the Volume 1 song Spelling Families. Long vowel spelling patterns are covered in the Volume 1 songs Talking and Walking and Silent E. Some other songs
that teach students about vowel spelling patterns are the Volume 2 songs, Spelling Choices, Cool Vowels, The Right Diphthong, and I Before E, and the Volume 3 songs Why Does Y? and Drop It!. Materials: Sing Your Way Through Phonics Volume 1 CD, Tracks 9 and 10 (Listen to audio sample) Sing Your Way Through Phonics Volume 1 Mini-Charts
(pp. 41-46) Letter cards for a, e, i, 0, and u. Chart displaying long vowel words and pictures (ex. ape, eagle, ice cream, ocean, unicorn) Chart displaying short vowel symbols, words and pictures (ex. alligator, eggs, iguana, octopus, umbrella) Optional: Cards with medial-position short vowel pictures (ex. hat, cat, hen, pen, fish, dish, dog, log, gum,
drum) Optional: Cards with medial-position long vowel pictures (ex. snake, rake, sheep, sleep, kite, night, goat, coat, flute, suit) Note: If you do not have the CD or Mini-Charts, you can still teach this short vowels and long vowels lesson plan using the folk tune listed on the Oh, Do You Know? Song Lyrics page. You can create your own mini-charts
using the words in bold print letters in each verse of the Song Lyrics. Find out more about Sing Your Way Through Phonics products. Order our cost-saving Volume 1 Combo online. Procedure: Review the letter names of the vowels: a, e, i, 0, u, and sometimes y. Say, "Today, we are going to learn about how vowels can sound in words. We will focus on
a, e, 1, 0, and u." Display letter cards a, €, i, 0, and u. Say, "Sometimes it is easy to hear the vowel in a word. Can you tell me what vowel you hear in the word use (u), in the word eat (e), in the word ape (a), in the word ice (i), in the word oak (0)?" Point to the correct letter card, each time the children answer correctly. Say, "It is easy to hear the
vowels in these words because they actually say their own names. When vowels sound just like their own letter names, we call these long vowels." Display the chart of the long vowels with pictures and symbols. Point to the long vowel chart and say, "We can draw a long line over the vowel if we want to show that it has a long sound. Ask the students
to draw this symbol in the air. " Point to a, and say, "Long a sounds like the beginning of ape." Say together, "Long € sounds like the beginning of eagle. Long 1 sounds like the beginning of ice cream. Long 0 sounds like the beginning of ocean. Long u sounds like the beginning of unicorn." Say, "Sometimes a vowel has a different sound and does not say
its own name." Show the chart with the short vowel words and pictures. Say, "This chart shows words that have a short vowel sounds." Point to the symbols on the short vowel chart and say, "We can draw a short smile over the vowel to show that it has a short sound." Ask the students to draw this symbol in the air. Say, "Let's practice the short vowel
sounds saying just the beginning of each word on the chart. Can you say just the beginning of the word alligator? (/a/), the beginning of the word eggs? (/€/), the beginning of the word iguana? (/i/), the beginning of the word octopus? (/0/), the beginning of the word umbrella?" (/ii/) Say, “Now we are going to listen to a song about the vowel sounds to
help us remember them. At first, the singers will sing about all the short vowel sounds. Next, the singers will sing about all the long vowel sounds. See if you can think the sounds for each vowel before you hear it in the song.” Play Sing Your Way Through Phonics Volume 1 CD, Track 9--Oh, Do You Know? and point to the Mini-Charts on pages 42-46.
Point to the symbols on the chart and say, "Did you notice that the short smile and the long line can be written over either capital or lowercase letters? Let's listen to this song again and see if you can answer the singer's questions. Re-play Sing Your Way Through Phonics Volume 1 CD, Track 9--Oh, Do You Know? Students will hear the question, "Oh,
do you know the short a sound, the short a sound, the short a sound?" They should sing the answer, "Oh, yes I know the short a sound. The short a sound is /a/." For the rest of the questions in the song, students should sing the aswers, "The short e sound is /&/...The short i sound is /i/...The short o sound is /0/..., The short u sound is /u/..., The long a
sound is /a/..., The long e sound is /é/..., The long i sound is /1/..., The long o sound is /6/..., The long u sound is /u/." Teachers can point to the children to cue them when it is their turn to answer the song's question. Listen to the song again, but this time assign a part of the class to sing the song's questions and a part of the class to sing the song's
answers. Then switch roles singing questions and answers. Variations: The teacher sings the questions and students sing the answers or vice versa. A small group of students sing the questions and the rest of the class sings the answers or vice versa. Those singing the answers can write the appropriate symbols in the air or make large symbols with
their arm positions as they sing the short or long sounds. Examples: Hold arms out to the sides arching upward for short vowels. Hold arms straight out to the sides for long vowels. Follow-up: Practice singing Oh, Do You Know daily for a few days. Then try singing the song without hearing the words, using the instrumental track (Track 10). Allow
different students to point to the Mini-Charts words while singing. Using the Mini-Chart Templates, vary the order of vowels (Ex:short i, short a, short u, short e, short o) or vary short and long vowels in sequence (Ex: short a, long a, short e, long e, etc.) As a learning center task, have students match pairs of picture cards with the same vowel sounds
(Ex: cat/hat, snake/rake). Note: At this point in their learning, it is easier for children to do this task if rhyming words are used. As they advance, they may be able to match short common vowels in pictures of non-rhyming words such as bag and bat. Extensions: Introduce the Read-and-Sing Book, Oh, Do You Know?. The comical illustrations provide
several examples of each sound in the song. When children sing, "Oh, do you know the short a sound?", they can point to cats, apples, ants, an ax, a hat, and a basket. For long a, they will find Amos listening to the radio, holding a May calendar next to a table with cake, maple syrup, grapes, and plates. After children can remember all the vowel
sounds, they can sing on their own with the instrumental version of the song and perhaps create their own short and long vowel pictures. They will also enjoy grouping objects that have the same vowel sounds or creating collages of magazine cut-outs. Keep a few copies of the book at a literacy center equipped with headsets so that students can gain
practice in listening, singing, and remembering the sounds of the long and short vowels. Using 3-letter or 4-letter words, explain the rule that when one vowel is in the middle of a word, it is usually short (Ex. bag, sit, bed). Print some of these words on a word wall. Pointing to an appropriate word, perform this rap to reinforce the short vowel rule:
"Got one vowel in the middle of the word, got one vowel in the middle of the word, got one vowel in the middle of the word--Say /a/, say /a/, say /a/ [clap-clap]. Repeat by pointing to another appropriate word and another short vowel sound until all short vowel sounds have been covered. Variations: Add back and forth side-steps while reciting the rap.
Change the ending claps to taps, stomps, or knocks. Add rhythm instruments to help keep the beat. Find short vowel words in children's books and poems. Examples: From Shel Silverstein's Poetry in Where the Sidewalk Ends-Ickle Me, Pickle Me, Tickle Me, Too for short i; Jimmy Jet and his TV Set for short e. Singing games like The Banana Song
(using the name Anna). Dr. Seuss' There's a Wocket in my Pocket and Fox in Sox for short o. Nursery Rhymes like Jack Sprat for short a; Diddle Diddle Dumpling for short i, short u, short o, and short e; Hickety-Pickety for short i and short e. Find short and long vowel sounds in students' names. Ex. Ann, Ellen, Jim, John, Buddy for short vowels; Jake,
Steve, Mike, Joan, and Judy for long vowels. Find short and long vowel sounds in environmental words like Exit, Stop, Bus, In. Label classroom objects that illustrate short and long vowel sounds: désk, chair, table, game, péncils, péns, paper, shélf, rack, lédge, easel. Have a Show-and-Tell time where children bring in objects with a particular short or
long vowel sound. Place these or other objects on a table labeled with that vowel and the short or long symbol. Evaluation: Students can produce the correct short vowel and long vowel sounds on Mini-Charts pp.41-46 without assistance. Students pass a written or manipulative test where they match pairs of short vowel pictures and long vowel
pictures.
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